
Last week’s sermon (15th January 2023) from Pastor Ben 

“Fisherman who gives Fish life” Matthew 4:18-22 

According to Luke’s account on this particular occasion in Luke chapter 5,  

Peter and other fishermen fished all night and caught no fish. However, when 

they cast a net into the lake as Jesus told them to do and they caught many fish. 

That was a miraculous event, so Peter and other men were able to acknowledge 

Jesus was the Messiah, that gives their motive to follow Jesus when He called to 

fish for people. But in the book of Matthew this whole event was omitted. Perhaps 

instead of that miracle, Matthew wanted to put more emphasis on the words 

“Come follow me, and I will send you out to fish people”.  

Usually, fishermen catch live fish and take the fish life. That is their job. But 

fishermen who fish for people, have a job that gives life to people. This is a big 

changing event for them. Through Jesus’s word, Peter, Andrew, James and John 

left their boat and families to follow Him. They are not the only ones. In the bible, 

Jesus’s 12 disciples joyfully obeyed Jesus like Peter did. Out of 12 disciples, Judah 

left because of betrayal but other than John everyone martyred, they followed 

Jesus to the point of their death. John was also exiled to an island. If they had said 

they are going to throw away their faith then they would not be executed. But 

they willingly and joyfully fulfilled their faith and died. How can they obey like 

that? 

Peter was told by Jesus that He would make them fishers for men. By Jesus' 

words, Peter threw away everything so he could obey Jesus because he knew that 

his life was saved from death and the joy of salvation’s grace. Of course, after that, 

Jesus is caught and unfairly trialed. Peter abandons Jesus, runs away and denied 

Him Jesus 3 times. 

Although Peter was weak and flawed, the Holy Spirit was given to him and 

after being given a mission to evangelize. He changed into those who risk their 

lives to preach the gospel. That is because he was given eternal life and 

experienced His grace. Because Peter knew how wonderful and loving Jesus was,  

he joyfully kept preaching the gospel even in a midst of persecution. At the end, 

he gladly chose the path of martyrdom. He changed from a person that takes fish 

lives to a fisherman that gives eternal life to people.  

The Gospel of Matthew was written for the Jews, who might have known him, 

at least his name, whether they accepted his message or not. The purpose of 

emphasizing the word of Jesus was to let the Jews know that the origin of Peter's 

mission was Jesus' words. 

We need to realize that Jesus still talks to us the same way He talked to Peter. 

Many Christians misunderstand that evangelization is just for missionaries and 

pastors. God’s intention is to use every single believer. It would be much easier 

and faster if the Holy Spirit Himself goes around the world and touch the hearts 

of men with the Gospel, and the work of the global mission would be done in a 

blink of an eye. But somehow God’s intention is to use people for carrying on 

missionary work. 

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” Mark 16:15  

Jesus entrusted us with this word. As Peter became from a fisher of men, we too 

are also in the same position as he is. We are all based in different circumstances. 

God puts people in our lives so we can meet them. We are the only ones who can 

give life to people since we were given life by Jesus, loved by Him and know His 

joy. Peter didn’t do it just on his own. Peter had Jesus in him that gave him faith 

and joy. So let us remember that the same Jesus 

is within us today and it is alright to make 

mistakes and have faults. So, for as long as we 

live, Jesus uses us to fish for people. 

 


